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What is OBOB?
ﬁ OBOB stands for Oregon Battle
of the Books!

The Battle of the Books is a friendly reading competition. You
will get into teams of 4-5 students and read a list of 16 books.
You do NOT have to read all 16 unless you want to! | suggest

reading about 4 or 5 of the books. To battle, your team willg }
compete against one other team answering questions a

the books from the list.

Team sign up will begin in October, and ACCESS
OBOB battles will be sometime in February!







Aru Shah and the End of Time

While her classmates are jetting off to family vacations in exotic locales, she’ll be
spending her autumn break at home, in the Museum of Ancient Indian Art and
Culture, waiting for her mom to return from her latest archeological trip. Is it any
wonder that Aru makes up stories about being royalty, traveling to Paris, and having
a chauffeur?

- ROSHANI CHOKSHI -

One day, three schoolmates show up at Aru’s doorstep to catch herin a lie. They
don’t believe her claim that the museum’s Lamp of Bharata is cursed, and they dare

Aru to prove it. Just a quick light, Aru thinks. Then she can get herself out of this mess 5 '
and never ever fib again. lie to help he.r fit

But when a little

But lighting the lamp has dire consequences. She unwittingly frees the Sleeper, an
ancient demon whose duty it is to awaken the God of Destruction. Her classmates
and beloved mother are frozen in time, and it’s up to Aru to save them.

The only way to stop the demon is to find the reincarnations of the five legendary
Pandava brothers, protagonists of the Hindu epic poem, the Mahabharata, and
journey through the Kingdom of Death. But how is one girl in Spider-Man pajamas
supposed to do all that?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPhE31fxIeU

by Jasbinder Bilan

vocative debut .. weaves ancient Hindu belief into a fus pmd " —The Guandian

. a5 ek SIAN, Asha lives on the family farm with her mother in rural India. Her
» ASHA SP[RIT father is away working in the city, and when the money he sends
BIRD stops suddenly, a wicked aunt arrives. She’s determined to seize

the property-and the treasure rumoured to be hidden on the
land. Guided by a majestic bird which Asha believes to be the
spirit of her grandmother, she and her best friend Jeevan embark

on a journey to the city, across the Himalayas, to find her father § ! %
and save her home...

ASHA SPIRIT
BIRD R



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z09Uv0X7sAc

(J)Q!diﬁg) > Meet Princess Cimorene--a princess who refustes/\(\(/\
i ‘.’ > —_—

’@Z‘&g& to be proper. She is everything a princess is not
} f_ / supposed to be: headstrong, tomobyish smart...
’ § And bored.

So bored that she runs away to live with a
dragon. And not just any dragon, but Kazul--one
A Qahﬁ?/ of the most powerful and dangerous dragons
y@ﬁbl% arounds. Of course, Cimorene has a way of
1= N g hooking up with dangerous characters, and soon
| she's coping with a witch,a a jinn, a death-dealing
talking bird, a stone prince, and some very oily

/2 \ | wizards.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyYEIloop-8

by Beth Lincoln

On the day they are born, every Swift child is brought before the sacred
Family Dictionary. They are given a name, and a definition. A definition it
is assumed they will grow up to match.

Meet Shenanigan Swift: Little sister. Risk-taker. Mischief-maker.

Shenanigan is getting ready for the big Swift Family Reunion and plotting

her next great scheme: hunting for Grand-Uncle Vile’s long-lost treasure.

She’s excited to finally meet her arriving relatives—until one of them give?—‘ \C
Arch-Aunt Schadenfreude a deadly shove down the stairs.

So what if everyone thinks she’ll never be more than a troublemaker, just
because of her name? Shenanigan knows she can become whatever she
wants, even a detective. And she’s determined to follow the twisty clues
and catch the killer.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N7MmQuqDYBY

by Yoon Ha Lee

Rick Riordan Presents Yoon Ha Lee’s space opera about thirteen-year-old Min, who
comes from a long line of fox spirits. But you’d never know it by looking at her. To keep YOON HA LEE
? the family safe, Min’s mother insists that none of them use any fox-magic, such as

Charm or shape-shifting. They must appear human at all times. Min feels hemmed in by
the household rules and resents the endless chores, the cousins who crowd her, and the
aunties who judge her. She would like nothing more than to escape Jinju, her
neglected, dust-ridden, and impoverished planet. She’s counting the days until she can
follow her older brother, Jun, into the Space Forces and see more of the Thousand
Worlds. When word arrives that Jun is suspected of leaving his post to go in search of
the Dragon Pearl, Min knows that something is wrong. Jun would never desert his battle
cruiser, even for a mystical object rumored to have tremendous power. She decides to PR
run away to find him and clear his name. Min’s quest will have her meeting gamblers,
pirates, and vengeful ghosts. It will involve deception, lies, and sabotage. She will be
forced to use more fox-magic than ever before, and to rely on all of her cleverness and
bravery. The outcome may not be what she had hoped, but it has the potential to
exceed her wildest dreams. This sci-fi adventure with the underpinnings of Korean
mythology will transport you to a world far beyond your imagination.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPk7NBDIfdQ

Thirteen-year-old Ellen Katz feels most comfortable when her life is well planned
out and people fit neatly into her predefined categories. She attends temple with
Abba and Mom every Friday and Saturday. Ellen only gets crushes on girls, never
boys, and she knows she can always rely on her best-and-only friend, Laurel, to
help navigate social situations at their private Georgia middle school. Laurel has
always made Ellen feel like being autistic is no big deal. But lately, Laurel has
started making more friends, and cancelling more weekend plans with Ellen than
she keeps. A school trip to Barcelona seems like the perfect place for Ellen to get
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Except it doesn’t. Toss in a new nonbinary classmate whose identity has Ellen
questioning her very binary way of seeing the world, homesickness, a scavenger
hunt-style team project that takes the students through Barcelona to learn about
Spanish culture and this trip is anything but what Ellen planned.

Making new friends and letting go of old ones is never easy, but Ellen might just
find a comfortable new place for herself if she can learn to embrace the fact that life
doesn’t always stick to a planned itinerary.




The Eyes and the Impossible is the story of a dog named

Johannes. Johannes is a free dog, a fast dog—such a fast

dog! He lives in an urban park by the sea, and every day, C,
he runs through the park, seeing all, missing nothing,

and reporting what he sees to the park’s three ancient

Bison, the Keepers of the Equilibrium. But the

Equilibrium has been disrupted.

Mysterious rectangles are hypnotizing Johannes,
' | humans are erecting a strange new building, and an
The E YEI G— L  entirely new kind of animal has arrived in the park—and
THE ‘m PO;}'/B‘E there are hundreds of them. Johannes must run faster,
8 DAVE £G GERy; see better, and ultimately do more than run and see—he
must liberate those he loves.



https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-OLWI_DRLA

Mexikid: A Graphic Memoir
by Pedro Martin i

Pedro Martin has grown up hearing stories about his

? abuelito—his legendary crime-fighting, grandfather who
was once a part of the Mexican Revolution! But that
doesn’t mean Pedro is excited at the news that Abuelito
is coming to live with their family. After all, Pedro has 8
brothers and sisters and the house is crowded enough!
Still, Pedro piles into the Winnebago with his family for a
road trip to Mexico to bring Abuelito home, and what
follows is the trip of a lifetime, one filled with laughs and
heartache. Along the way, Pedro finally connects with his
abuelito and learns what it means to grow up and find his
grito.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSERDJOQvQI

There are zero reasons for Theo Ripley to look forward to his
family vacation. Not only are he, sister Laura, and
nature-obsessed Dad going to Big Bend, the least popular
National Park, but once there, the family will be camping. And
Theo is an indoor animal. It doesn’t help that this will be the first
vacation they’re taking since Mom passed away.

‘-‘u.-'.:.i.‘ Once there, the family contends with 110 degree days, wild &
bears, and an annoying amateur ornithologist and his awful

teenage vlogger son. Then, Theo’s dad hits him with a whopper

of a surprise: the whole trip is just a trick to introduce his secret

new girlfriend.

Theo tries to squash down the pain in his chest. But when it
becomes clear that this is an auditioning-to-be-his-stepmom
girlfriend, Theo must find a way to face his grief and talk to his
dad before his family is forever changed.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbGbA3gUN0U

Infiltrate. Befriend. Sabotage.

World War Il is raging. Michael O’Shaunessey, the son of the Irish
ambassador to Nazi Germany, lives in war-torn Berlin with his
parents. Like the other boys at his school, Michael is a member of
the Hitler Youth. But Michael has a secret:

He and his parents are spies.

Michael and his family help downed Allied airmen to safety and
send the Allies coded messages with the locations of Nazi
factories, but when one of the boys in Michael’s Hitler Youth group
shows him the secret plans to Projekt 1065, a prototype Nazi jet
plane that could change the course of the war, Michael knows he
has to steal the blueprints. To get close to the boy and the
blueprints Michael has to go deeper and deeper into the madness
of the Hitler Youth, and to do that, he may just have to sacrifice
everything—and everyone—he loves.

by Alan Gratz
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGcmfmTmVu0

by Courtne Comrie

Rain is keeping a big secret from everyone
around her: She's sad. All the time. Rain
struggles with her image and feels inferior to her |
best friend, Nara. Not even her all-star
student-athlete big brother (and personal
superhero), Xander, can help Rain with her dark
thoughts and low self-esteem.

And when Xander becomes the victim of violence at a predominantly white
university, Rain’s life and mind take a turn for the worse. But when her favorite
teacher, Miss Walia, invites her to an after-school circle group, Rain finds the courage
to help herself and her family heal.

Like the rain, she is both gentle and a force, finding strength to rise again.


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DVMQTmv9PNQ
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The inspiring true story about how a
modern teen girl and her Holocaust-survivor friend fought against hate to create change.

Vv In 2018, fourteen-year-old Claire Sarnowski stood with ninety-two-year-old Alter Wiener in front of
STOR)/ % 4 the Oregon state senate to champion a cause the two friends both believed in: making Holocaust
PRESENTED BY education mandatory in their state’s public school curriculum. Theirs was an unexpected
CLAIRE SARNOWSK| friendship—she was in elementary school when they met, and he was an aging Holocaust survivor
whose memoir she had read—and together they were going to change the American education

system. [ j
Alter had spent decades speaking to audiences of all ages and backgrounds about the Holocaus
teaching that “never forgetting” could help spread tolerance and prevent such an atrocity from
happening again. But Claire knew hate crimes were still being committed, in her own town and

even in her own school. She didn’t want Alter’s efforts on Holocaust education to be in vain.

From strangers to friends to law-changing history makers, Claire and Alter’s mission was always
simple: Remember this story. This page-turning memaoir is a tribute to a man who survived th
worst of humanity, an ode to friendship and community, and an empowering
call to activism.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aNwYSwsJHeg

Soar by Joan Bauer

Jeremiah is the world’s biggest baseball fan. He really
loves baseball and he knows just about everything
there is to know about his favorite sport. So when he’s
told he can’t play baseball following an operation on

l his heart, Jeremiah decides he’ll do the next best
thing and become a coach.

Hillcrest, where Jeremiah and his father Walt have just
moved, is a town known for its championship

baseball team. But Jeremiah finds the town caught up
in a scandal and about ready to give up on baseball.
It’s up to Jeremiah and his can-do spirit to get the
town - and the team - back in the game.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C2meh6h7BaE

Kareem Haddad of Damascus, Syria, never r’\(\(\
dreamed of becoming a graffiti artist. But

when a group of boys from another town tag
subversive slogans outside their school, and

another boy is killed while in custody, Kareem

and his friends are inspired to start secretly tag
messages of freedom around their city.

Meanwhile, in the United States, his cousin,
Samira, has been trying to make her own
mark. Anxious to fit in at school, she joins the
Spirit Squad where her natural artistic ability
attracts the attention of the popular leader.
Then Kareem is sent to live with Sam’s family,
and their worlds collide. As graffitied
messages appear around town and all eyes
turn to Kareem, Sam must make a choice:
does she shy away to protect her new social
status, or does she stand with her cousin?




s by Celia C. Pérez

Twelve-year-old Adela “Addie” Ramirez has a big decision to make when her
stepfather proposes adoption. Addie loves Alex, the only father figure she’s
ever known, but with a new half brother due in a few months and a big school
theater performance on her mind, everything suddenly feels like it’s moving
too fast. She has a million questions, and the first is about the young man in
the photo she found hidden away in her mother’s things.

Addie’s sleuthing takes her to a New Mexico ranch, and her world expands to
include the legendary Bravos: Rosie and Pancho, her paternal grandparents
and former professional wrestlers; Eva and Maggie, her older identical twin
cousins who love to spar in and out of the ring; Uncle Mateo, whose lucha
couture and advice are unmatched; and Manny, her biological father, who’s in
the midst of a career comeback. As luchadores, the Bravos’s legacy is strong.
But being part of a family is so much harder—it’s about showing up, taking off
your mask, and working through challenges together.



https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RICWfoW_9YM

by Ruth Chan

Ruth Chan loves her hometown in Toronto, hanging out with her best friends
for life, and snacking on ketchup flavored potato chips, which are the best.
What Ruth doesn’t love is having to move to Hong Kong after her dad gets a
new job there.

Her mom is excited to reunite with her family, but it’s not the same for Ruth.
In Hong Kong, her classes are harder, her Cantonese isn’t good enough, and
her parents are never around. Ruth feels lonely and completely uprooted.

But as Ruth’s dad tells stories about her family, about how they relied on
their strength, courage, and each other to survive the most difficult times,
Ruth realizes that she too can be strong. Gradually, she puts down roots,
knowing that home will always be where her heart is.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjkPxRd1kIk

